Edward W. Moser (1957) Seri text. Work Papers
Volume of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, A TEXT Submitted Yy: Ed Moser

University of North Dakota. (5 pages, 5
Language: Seri

Informant: Roberto Thompson
Desemboque, Sonora
Mexico .

Dates April 16, 1957

1 iﬁka 7apr iki k~bxoo=kane 1 Things
v 5 .

oﬁtside withﬁcl mk=run from danger=pl,

2 kogkfak 7i-S-ko-i 7a s—daap-ox-a?a, 2 People locmpl-definite=pl we fi-
5= i

leave-pl-uncrte 3 ?a t-kw-ég‘N—ox—is. 3 We ft(plus nasalization)=cl mk=

leave-pl—thép; L ?4nt % iki %—itoix, i Land a with pt=return(pl form):
5 ?ant i?iin ko=-n konti-/m/-2a-te 5 land corner the-long go=/pt/=go=pl.
6 24nt ko=y kw-t-a~§kag, ?4nt t=o=i, ?4st ko-n konti=-/t/=-a=t, & Land the=
long uncrt-pt-arri%e—pl, land pt-stand=-pl, mountain the-long go=/pt/=go=pl. |

7 %8¢ pak ?4kii ret-alka-ma KW-t-i-Skam-ma, 7 Water some where uncr t=ptmis—
®

& . @

; g2 ) . 7T . d o v
when, uncFt-pt-arrive~pl-when. 8 76cra?-t-ame ka-xfik kéokx k? ino=tea=Skan, :
% : ! ‘e

oS 2

jmtenii=gid-ka, 8 Uncrt-pt-be gone female=pl two the with them=pt=arrive=pl,
L] -

they-pt=grab=pl=pl obj indictr. 9 koég_?ant-ox—kéaa&-aq ko=m ani m={ik=moxka,
R i . - 5

:

;

9 High land=fall=pl-pl obj indictr the-long inside-pt=put=pl, 10 i=t-on-ek, k
“ :

{

m—éaniipgrat, 10 They=pt=carry-pl, pte=return-pls 11 2&me m-iigkaq ro i=t-
. . - k] ;‘ e

kw—gmirox-i?a. 11 Camp pt-arrive(pl form) but they=pt-uncri=say=pl-uncrt.
o :

12 t-?4mook-ma ?{pipt i%ar ikr t=b=0iti yowk=s 12 Pt=become dark-when each
a @ -

other together near pt-lie down-pl pt=uncrt-say. 13 t-m=iiim-a, t=idsiin-t,
13 Pt~neg=sleep=pl, pt=laugh=-pl, 1L i=?4mok ko=p iti t=b=ii yo=k-z, 1l cl mk-
become dark the=upright on pt-be-pl pt-uncrte-say., 15 oﬁ_t—p-akta-ma kor=kiii

L4

§o te=okot teoymy 15 In this manner pb=uncrt=look at-when uncri-elder a uncri-

®

with them pt=lie down 16 og_i—t~éi yo=k-2y 16 In this manner she-pt=say
5 —- e & s

pt=uncrt-say, 17 ?-méi-gg ro-kémkal ?-fim-al 17 Impv=be quiet=pld Bxcl-
&

make noisel Impv-sleep-pl! 18 aS-ya ?aa t=1? ma—%i t=anbpaa®im ? 18 What-
®

*See end of text for abbreviation and symbol key,o
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interrog there interrog=be you=pl interrog=grab ? 19 ma ma-tokw-i}m—a ?
19 You uncrt—interrog-uncrt~neg(nasalization)-sleep—pl 7 20 ?Ant~pi-ma
i«t»émgrox yomkeg2, 20 Land~=win back=when they=pt=talk=pl pteuncrtesaye.

2 éf?%~6§a yo=k-2, 21 In this manner pt=speak(pl form) pt=-uncrit=saye
® L ’ i

22 iika keaSdim 2a £-b07=te. 22 Things cl mk-pretty we exclefind=ple
5 [ ] s w
ra

23 kopklak r
&

¢l mk=small-pl-uncrt we pt=find=ple 2l m=-i-/5/-ii2 gp m~1téenoos=ox,

——

”~
] e .

77411 ?6ro0 ke=i~rt-i?i ?a m=fi?-ts 23 People real=looking so

21y Ptesmall=/pl/=small but pt-have whiskers=ple 25 oE_t—p-ékta—ma ?apg_
= ®

®

jemetikemnokka, 25 In this manner pt=uncrit-look at~when outside they=-pt-put-

ple 26;?ép£_i—t~ak—moéka—ma, 26 Outside they-pt-put-pl=when, 27 i~t-éi-§i,
, E

27 they=pt=moke=pl, 28 i-tbaa-tx k? ii%-xox ra? i-n% ii%-xox t—a?-tégpo~&in,

28 their-foot=pl the front side=pl and their-hands(pl form) front side-pl

pt=uncrt=scrape hard-pl, 29 ?4it k? ari~t-famo-ma i-t-Aalaxk, 29 Blood the
s

uner t=pt-seep-when they=pt=-stop(pl form). 30 isgép yAtoo=Ekox ak mos t=a?-

tAroomdin, 30 Top of fontanel(claimed by the informant to be meaningless)= ”
& i

£
o~ ~n ~
pl place also pt=uncrte~scrape hard-ple 31 kwér Sir ?apr kbo-m i=it-ndos
:— L 7 2 'l
. - . . - w~ . » el - o~
Pant=1p ki? kK"?-4iniy i-nt {iS-xox ra? i-tbaa-tx k? {iS-xox ra? isrdp-kox
Jans e

Fa? tAF Kii-t-a?nir-ka yo-k-@e 31 Next thing outside be-long his~head- |
® @® L3

brains(claimed by the informant to be meaningless) land~uncrt the uncri-mix
their-hands(pl form) front side=pl and their-foot-pl the front side-pl and

top of=pl and that uncri=-pt-rub=-pl pteunert-say. 32 ?6o£g?-t-am$ ?ént—pi—m&éi

L] ®

7aii~meaiyéry-at-ka ?iti-t-aiyAry-at yo-k~e. 32 Uncrt-pt-be gone land-
@ L] .

wind back-when=-uncrt uncrt=pt-size-pl=uncrt uncrit-pt-size-pl pt~un?rt—say.
33 ?28ora?~t-eme rikaa klo-ka téra?=ko-m ikot Ki=t=aiydry-at yo-k~es 33 Uncri-
. . . :
pt=be rone things large-pl uncrt-the-long with them uncrt=pt=size=pl pt=uncri=-
saye 3l rike kei?-t 2dmms k-fm-/%a/-xk ko=i ?ip-i-/t/-asd-a yo=k-@. 3l Things
¢l mk-find=pl camp cl mk=bring=/pl/=bring the-pl uncrt-marry-/pt/-merry-pl
pteuncrt-say, 35 or t-p-dkta-ma k"4ar ?askfa~x k-om iti t-a?dxka, 35 In this
v

manner pt-uncri-look at-when then balsa=-pl the-long on pt-mount(pl form),




36 fika ?api{ké—iitox Ko=1 i=t=AokW-tox-ma i-t-Aa=it=ox yo-k-@. 36 Things

out;ide be-ibng(ﬁl form), the=long they=-pt-kill-pl-when they=pt-pl-eat=pl

pt=uncrt-say. 37 tokW-i-y-Aii ki? téog_t—ayafi—ma, k=-15iid ki-x 6§_t—£ﬁﬁ

yp—kfg; 37 Uncrt~they=pt=live(pl form) the far pt-size=-when, cl mk=young

the-seated in this manner pt-say pt-uncrt-say. 38 ?-inydak, ?4nt ?aa r=bopp!
.

38 My-brother year there excl=arrivel 39 ip&man siiktox ki? ip-méml

39 Ep&xan stiktox(bush name) the excl=ripen! LO s-k—éaniipﬁ;atl L0 fteuncrt=

return=pll L1 &r om-p-ikta gp kdii ki=x té%oo-xo n-t=-1iin yo~k-e, L1 In this
manner uncri-uncri-look at but elder the-seated one-uncrt uncri-pt-return
pt-uncrb=say. L2 kop-t-fo-k: KWi?itdi ?ak kydxox ?apd?a k? a-?-n-arox t-4pp
; 0
yo-k—~s L2 Hissing sound=uncrt-large-pl in front of place ky4xox(camp name)
called the in-beach-in-beach pt-arrive pt-uncrt-say. L3 ?askim k=fakox % iti
t-i=x, L3 Balsa cl mk-large a on pt-be-seated, Ll kopkdak ki? téa%_pak itd
t=8i toktoima k? fnoo t-App yo-k-. Ll People the there some on pt-live(pl
form) uncrt the in pt-arrive pt-uncri-say. LS K"4am da% ki-x KW=t-amiiit
yo=k-@, U5 Female spouse the-seated uncrt-pt-inquire pt-uncrt-say. Lé @i
tmp=Alta=-ma kWita~t~6om£:ox yo=k=®, L6 In this manner pt-uncrit=look at-when
uncrt-pt=say-pl pt-uncrt=say. L7 ?ant ani ?-1i? ak gpit ano m=3i%, 17 Land
inside uncrt=live place gpit(camp name) inside pt-live. LB ?6o§§?-t~&M£
t-itaar yo=kees, L8 Uncrt-pt-be gone pt=go pt-uncrt-say. L9 kK"8am ki=x fkaa®

®

v o . A 0 nZ i P nir aday Y. M. 1 ?
S0 tokW~t=-i=x, sir t-imoka ?ant ak kiWet=ldapp-ma kW-t=a?lisx sip si kWemg~1peees
s L) ¢« o * e

gg?ta t-amo%—ma. L9 Female the-seated spouse a uncrt-pt-be-seated; thing

®

uncrt-come land place uncrt=-pt-arrive-when uncrt-pt-string bow thing a uncrt-

ft-good uncrt pt-think-when, .50 i-t—aﬁ&, i—gképgﬁa 7ak ani t—a%kim 50 He=pt-
@ . ®

take, his-armpit place inside pt-put 51 fkii t-otop%-ma KWipdtx ak iti

k' ai-t-kiST yo=k-2, 51 with pt-become narrow opening-when side of ribs place
o'y

on uncrt-he=pt=tear pt-uncrt-say. 52 or t=p-dkta-ma ?atii kboksrax So
o 5

tok=t=i?=ma, 52 In this manner pt-uncrt-look at-when cloth long a uncrt-pt-

be~when, 53 i=t-4ai, i-2it ki-x KW-i=t-kiair yo-k-@. 53 he-pt-make, his-head



the-seated uncrt-he-pi-wrap around once and tie pt-uncri-say. Sh kWaam dat
Ta7a Pika ki-/8/-1ik Ta? ko-i, Sir i-2ft i~kAair ki-x Ann ak ani teakin. -

0 ) * kS g S

g), Female spouse and things small-/pl/~small and the-pl, thing his-head

uncrt~wrap around once and tie the-seated inside place inside pt-put. 55 ?ant

¥ iki t={in yo=k-&. 55 land a with pt~go pt-uncri-say.

<o

This data, transcribed directly from the informant's interrupted discourse,

lacks the continuity of a taped texts

KEY to symbols and several abbreviations:

( ) enclose a comment
/ / enclose an infix
cl mk class marker
uncrt uncertain

&

Free Translation

1 They Who Go Away Mad

1st Brother: 2 We're going to leave these people. 2nd Brother s 3 Lewts
leave them then. L They left, 5 and went to Lower California, 6 They wmaie
shore, disembarked, and went to the mountains; ; when they arrived whe =
there was some water. 8 Soon two women came along, and grabbed them,

rolled them up in the tops of their skirts. 10 They carried them, and re
turned. 11 They arrived at camp but didn't say anything, 1. When it go©
dark they lay down together it was said. 13 They didn't sleep, and thev
laughed, 1L during the night it was said. 15 Then an o0ld woman who was
lying there 16 spoke to them in this manner it was said. 17 Shut upl

There's too much noisel Go to sleep! 18 What'!s grabbing at you? 19 Why




don't you sleep? 20 The next morning they told about it it was said.

21 ng¥>told it like this it was said. 22 We found pretty things. 23 We
found such tiny real-looking people. 2L They are small but have whiskers.
25 Then they brought them oute 26 After they brought them out, 2; they
preparcd them, 28 they scraped the soles of their feet and the palms of
their hands, 29 when blood seeped out thay stoppéd. 30 Also they scraped
their fontancls. 31 Next they rubbed whale brains mixed with salt into their
palms the soles of their fect and their fontanels it was saide 32 Soon they
were getﬁing bigger every day it was said. 33 Soon they were the size of the
giants it was saids 3L The ones who found them and brought them to camp
married them it was saide 35 Then they mounted balsa boats, 36 when they
killed whales, they ate them it was said. 37 After they lived there for a
long time, the younger brothcr spoke out it was saide 38 Brother, the year
is almOst over! 39 The Ep&xan sfiktox(bush) is bearings fruitd LO Let's go
homel L1 But it happened that the elder brother returncd alonc it was said.
112 He disembarked(on Tiburon Island) in front of San Esteban Island at camp
kyAxox it was saide. L3 He was seated on a large balsa boat, Ll he arrived
where some of the peoplec were it was saide U5 He inquired about his wife

it was said. L6 Then they told him it was said. h; She lives at camp Epif.
L8 Soon he left it was saide L9 When the piant arrived at gpit, the giant's
wife's new husband strung his bow as he thought to protect himself. 50 The
giant grabbed him, and put him under his arm 51 when he squeezed him, he
squashed open the man's side it was said. 52 It happened that there was a
long cloth, 53 he arransed it, and tied it around his head it was said.

54 He put his wife and children inside the headband. 55 He left it was said.



