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A 
?IIE FLY MAKES FIREI

1. a6nt kon k'i4 ip6XXii kieaX kotama e6nt kom iti
ta?kama tdaX ano k6a?ka?a. 2. Xk6bmmooxk ti kix tix
k'ikkee ki? k'ydmmaatoX. 3. 6X isox ita? tok tijma 3iX
k6oXXii kom itakoXl t6ommaatoX aamrik kWtotnimaX
?6nt kia iti tarkamax six kiz k6oxxii ki? e6z?e ikkoot
ki kotom ednt kir iti tommax Slik ?Akkiix mota imii??oo

LITERAL TRANSLATION

l. Earth the (extended) norr beingfinished with having (as if

were) earth the extended on being (happening to it) that.time at
2. Fly that the (seated) he person the he,made.firc,by,fricti,
3. Thu he,himself doing,it there being thing dead the (lyrng down)
being,with,it making.fire,by,friction fire hitting.it land the on being

FREE TRANSLATION

Thir rtory happened almost at the beginning of the world. Thc f,y, by
rubbing his front legs together, maLes 6re by friction'making'rnotione juot

like a person, Thue when the fly is witb an animal carcass and males fire by

I These stories, told by Roberto Herrera T,, were taped in Desembogue,
Sonora. The following phonemic symbols have been used in transcribing
these texts: Stops /Dtk1/ are labial, dental, velar, and glottal respectively.
Velar stop /l'/ is labialized. Flat spirants /p , t A./ are labial, alveolar,
velar, and back velar respectively. Groved/rounded spirants /W e l/ are
labial, alveolar, and alveo,.palatal retroflex respectively. Nasals /mt l/ ere
labial, dental, and velar respectively. Oral sonants A t y/ are lateral, flap,

and palatal respectively. Vowets /i e o a/ are high close front, mid open
front, mid close back, and low o,pen central respectively. Stress is /til.

Nasalization is /l/. For a detailed discussion of the phonemes of Seri, see
Moser and Moser, 1965. Consonant Vowel Balance in Seri (Hokan) Syllablcs.
LINGUISTICS, 16:5G67.
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taax. 4. tiaXr?o tl
a,*i?a.aa ?i3 rk XoI I
?{tftiix fernmr {1
Xk6ommo* 6 tir
t6ommaatox Xrt tll
SiX k'[s krar trFr I
kWtpakta rllt P I

TEE COTTOlfTAtr
1. ?6nt Lon iti tsil

Llrdm kon to bnq
tpakta to Fit:tr ll

thus it,il'.ca' t id, t
dead tfre dcst btrh
eveo hrd bc Ei fu{
that sLca:itc'a*
th€o ft" *c eld tli t
it,arriwd-tf,cre 6" Tb f

l. Eanh e (rlrt
thingsliYing 6. (--rd
on being (erandcd) k
there beirry o mil
went. 3. Thing & Ii

frition eod oebr rL -t
dcrcrt. Thet ir rf,y - lq;r
of right o rtc dc-q tL I
neling molc rirl\ r I r
bppcor.
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